Assignment Sheet: Essay 2

Engl 2316 / Foster

Due Date: Tues, November 9th.  Paper copy due at beginning of class.  Electronic copy due in Turnitin before beginning of class.  Please turn in both a paper and an electronic copy.

Length Requirement: 4-5 pages.

Formatting Requirements

· 12 point Times New Roman font, double spaced, & standard margins

· Your name in header, page numbers in footer

· MLA-style parenthetical citations whenever you quote, paraphrase, or summarize from your readings.

Prompts – choose only one:

1. Write a paper that documents elements of homoeroticism and/or “gay panic” in Dracula, Salem's Lot, and one further text (for example, Carmilla or The Vampyre).  Formulate a theory in your thesis (which you then support with your body paragraphs) as to why these elements recur in vampire stories across the ages.  (For example, you might want to talk about repressed desires, or instead, social anxieties about gender roles and sexuality, although these are not your only choices.)  Also include extensive use of one scholarly source.

2. Write a paper that traces some other theme of importance through at least three vampire texts so far., and formulates a theory as to why these elements recur in vampire stories across the ages.  It is not necessary to use Dracula as your foundational text if you choose this option.  (You will want to choose one early text, though.)  Also include extensive use of one scholarly source.

3. In consultation with me, do a creative project that explores a theme found in at least two vampire texts or films from class so far this semester.

· Examples of creative projects approved in the past: films; visual arts projects; creative writing projects.

· This project will feature a critical written component that is the equivalent of at least 3 prose pages. 

· One page of your written component will be a proposal submitted for your project and approved by me.  We can do this via email.  

· Two pages will be an analysis of your texts that includes extensive use of one scholarly source.

· You will use this analysis section to explain also how your creative project is an expression of the theme you chose. 

Organizational & Argumentative Requirements: see assignment sheet for Paper 1.

